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Miyazaki Prefectural Library
As a foreigner | wasn 't sure what to expect on My first visit to
the Miyazaki Prefectural Library. What first struck me was the
serene atmosphere and how harmoniously the architecture
plended into its environment. It felt like a place where people of
all ages and nationalities could gather O pask in the warm

summer air and to escape the fast pace of city life. There were
ith their parents, teen-

children reading and playing games Wi
agers tossing a Frisbee but most were content simply to sit and
read books beneath a shady tree.

ledge of the Japanese language, |
ed. Much to my
a wide selection of English books and

surprise, there was
onal Geographic. The news-

magazines that even included Nati
paper reading room was quite comfortable and | thoroughly enj

oyed catching up on news from my home country. | was im-
pressed with the fact that there were people in every section,
putting the library’s wealth of resources to good use. | even
pbumped Into a few of my students from Minami Koko who
were preparing for upcoming exams.

The Prefectural Culture Park is also
and concert hall. When visiting the library, ©
appreciate the inspired design of these buildin
derful place for locals and foreigners to relax on a

noon and perhaps even make new friends.
In short, the Miyazaki Prefectural Library 1S not only a place
where one can read a book; itis a cultural experience that is not

to be missed.

home to the art museum
ne cannot help but
gs. Thisis a won-
Sunday after-

Genevieve Sauve
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